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IMPORTANT FROM THE SOUTH.

RUMORED EVACUATION OF WELDON, N. C.

Arrival of the United States
Transport Gen. Burnside.

Gov, Clark, of North Carolina, Brings
Jefl. Davis to Terms,

The North Carelina Convention and the Rich-
‘mond Rebel Anthorities at Loggerheads,

The North Carolina Troops Called
Home by Gov. Clark.

o

R0 MORE AID TO JEFF. DAVIS & OO,

Virtual Restoration of North
Carolina to the Union.

Eow the Oonscription Act is Viewed
in South Oarolina,
&e., &e., &e,

Reported Evacuation of Weldon, N. C.
Baurivone, May 18, 1862,
A rumor is current bere that Welden, N, C., bas been
evacuated by the rebels.

Arrival of the Tr port G
side from Newhbern.

The United States transport General Burnside, Captain
‘Wilcox, from Newbern, N. C., and Hatteras, arrived at
Akis port this morning, after a passage of foriy hours,
baviog on board one hundred and sixty-five siek and
wounded soldiers and seventy-five officers and privates
on furlough, 8he has also & very large mail from New-
bern, Roanoke and Hatteras, and six hundred packages
of merchandise, consigned to Adame & Co.'s express.

Nothing of interest had transpired at Newbern.
Genoral Burnside returned to Newbern from Roanoke
on the 13th to review the troops. The troops areallin
good health,

The following are the passengers by the General Burn-
aide;—

Lisutenant Colonel Roblo, Eighty-ninth New York Vo©
Tunteers; Hiur ¥, A. Allen, Capinin E, E. Lapham,
Captain L. E. Rent, Fourth’ Rhods Island; Lioutenaot
J. A. Green, Ninth Now York Volunteers; Captain J. H,
Olirk, Sixth New Hampshire Volunteers; Prof, B. Malli-
pert, Engineer Corps; Dr. Stone, Twenty-third Masza-
chosetts; L. P. Wi t,C. H. Foster, of North Carolina;
H. Hayne, New York Volunteers; L. Kraught,

At » mesting of the passengers, held May 17, Colonel
J. C. Robie presiding, and Charles Heury Foster aéting
as Becretary, it was

Resolved, Thdt our warmest thanks are hereby Len-
dered 10 in D. D). Wilcox, ding this st 3
for his kind and eourteous trestment duoring the passage
from Newbern. His demeanor to us all has been gene-
rous and gentlemanly, and it i3 due to his care and vigl-
lant atteution to our wants that a trip which, from the
woughness of the weather on the firet day, and the
crowded condition of the vessel, might have been, had
we been left to another, omodlnnly disagreeable, wis
rendered most comfortable and pleazant, His table has
been sumptuously epread and attentively served, and
nothing that was altainsble for our lation has
‘boen neglected.

Glorfous News from the Old North State.

We are indebted to Charles Henry Foster, of North
Carolins, who came passenger by the Generil Burnside,
for North Carolina papers of a late date, from which we
extract the following glorious news from North Caro-
o [From the Newbern Prograss, May 10.]

The information which we give below s gratifying to
the lover of his country. North Carvlina ab last beging
t0 awnke to the fact that J. Davis & Co. have beon
making & eat’s paw of the Old North State Lo poke their
chestnuts out of the fire, and refuses longer to submit
to the disgrace and burden which has been imposed
upon her by the scoundrels at Richmond. The old pa,
triotic fires which burned so brightly st Alomance und
Mecklenburg are rapldly developing themsalves, and we
trost will burn with an ipcreasing brillianey upon the
altars of liberiy, North Carolioa is In & fair way of
being regenerated from the thraldom of sin and rebael-
dom. We trust that this may prove the harbinger of
‘better days, and that bright prospects are wliead for our
beloved conntry. Wo obtamn the news by way of Wazh-
fngton, and direct from Raleigh.

The arrest of Mayor Reapess, of Washiogton, N, .,
who was seized in the nighs time fu the most snmmary
manner and hurried off to Richmond in irons, i creating
& most intense excitement m the State. The Governor
of the Mtate (who is not in prison, as reported), bucked
by the Convention, sent & peromptory demand to the
Richmond authorities for the immediate delivery of the
person of Mayor Reapess, who was kept in close confine
ment, His trinl was in progresa when they received the
demand, and the suthorities at Richmond informed the
eommitteo sent by Governor Clark that thers were a few
more witbesses Lo appear in the case, and they desired
%0 complete the trial. The committes informed the au-
thorities sl Richmond thal the persom of the Magor must
e delivered up forihwilh, olherwise Narth Carolina wowuld
send a force to back up the demand of the Convendion. Mr.
Reapess was delivered over Lo the commiltes, and
went to Raleigh rejoicing. He was met ab liberty:
and s mow on his way boms to Washington
where the Unijom citizens are preparing to give
him an ovation. This commities was also instrue led o,
and did, deliver an order lo the Virginia shivalry that
North Carelina was capable of mavaging ber own affairs,
and that o mere of her citirens must be taken out of the
Blate,

In connestion with this maiter we also learn that J.
Davis a few days since ordered Governor Clark to fur.
miah them all the means of transporiation and defence
pessible to aid him in the passage to and through
the cotion States, and also for additional troops. Gov-
ermor Clark, backed by the Conveantion, informed him
shat he had recawed all the aid from North Caroling fhat
e could expect, and that hereafler no more (roeps wowld be
permitiod (o loave the Stats, and has ordered all (he North
Carelina State troops home.

@overnor Clark informed the robels that they eould
use the rallroads in retreating homewards, and that they
would run their own rick of being intercepted by a
Union force at any part of the State.

The above information cemes from a member of the
Convention,

@eovernor Clark, of North Carolina, O
poses the Act of the Tebel Military Aue
L

itlen.
[From Raleigh, N. C., Standard, April 26.)
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an advertisement in public papers, signed W,

L3 un,r- are luformed that he will appoint , and send

agents through every sounty in the Biale, to borrow,

E" g if necensary, to impresy, all the Arms now
the hands of privale citirens.

Any attempt to eeize the armes of our citizens in di-
rectly at variames with the consbitution, and |n oppoal-
tion io the deciared policy of ibe government, which
makes it the duty of every citizen to koep and bear arma,
ul&mluul.llunwf the militla even from execution
for debh,

But while ] you ihat Lhese agenis have uo law.
fual sathority mmmm..n‘mﬂnu
-p-' -y mwuf.‘:.-r e o

upon you
and 4 should discover 1o
et pairiotism wh--ll,:hlh a r »
rmm your knowledge, and of selling 1o the
all the arms, the preperty of individuals, which

bempared.
ﬂl“ldlhmmuhd-ﬂmuﬂﬂm
ageuts for the State, and wi Ily me whenever any
such arms are deliversd or 0 . Their
prompt and earpest atlention in called to the execution
of yhis order.

Ann.u.l

Bt

. st—
Carioas Hint Concerning the Hebel Con-
seription Act.

the Bouth Carolinian. |

MILITARY LAW OF CONSCRIPEION,
We learn by ielagraph f \be pussage of & pill by Con-

gress, presging under conscription all over eightesn and
under thirty-lve,and to raise a vast and permanent army
without reference to the . This isa great and
mighty stride to a military consolidation, If it be abso-
mmuy to save us from a conquest by the
s we are willing to rn_lmilf to it, but we fn; the

ic mind must prepare el for a greal change in our
povernment,

“We Have Not Borne Arms."”

‘rom the Rairigh Standard , April 26.]

‘The following from the Kichmond Kzaminer hits off
the blood snd thander destructives, who talk, talk; but
who cun’t be dragged into the war except by & rope.
The gentry of that school are filling the offices of the
Bouth, and will baek and back,as the enemy advances,
to the Gulf, unless they can ind a hiding sooner,
or will go over to the enemy ‘*horse, foot aud ar 8"
Let the governmant purge the offices of the land for con-
seripls and make them ght:—

** The bare conjecture of the possibility of the enemy
reaching Richmond has been enough elope the
nisanness aud cowurdice of a number of our bogus pa-
triots, who are now intent to save their carcasses and

perty,and who congratulate themsolves that they
ve not committed themselves in any way that the
enemy can reach them, am ‘‘they have not bLorne
arms.” We do not invent wretched con
mllthn to put in the mouth of apy man. We have
it from the had boasted

lips. of a man who

& while ago “ on  mecsssion,'’
and who, day and night, from telegraph office to War
Department, and from street corner Lo street corner, has
gotie about complaining that cur troops are cowards;
that the government i not redhost enough; amd that

Ji with the Yan) hould be made wide and
impassable by the living hell of so endless war.

1t is sickening to sos the of Lime-gerving and
truckling na iderubl rtion of human |
creatures. Any one who saw the of tergiversa-
tion lnst spriog in Washington city, in which fire-cuters
snddeuly became petitioners for office under Lincoln, snd
hot-blooded secessionists were tranformed into *‘hen
hussies' to take care of their women and children, may
be prepared to witness in Richmond, if it should ever be
occupied by the Yankees, similar displays on the part of
‘original disunionists,”’ whose ouly part in the war has
been *‘to bring it on,” to talk beligerently at the tele-
graph office. to raround the Waer Department , and
Lo spit fire on the street cornern,

‘‘Scme of these Lirave street cormer peliticlans are

: 1y il;ln[ lesp advice 0 others; and
while rich . Fire-enter is

advising all penniless
men to leaye their families to starve and *‘fight for
liberty,” nosooner is his own mame enrolled for the
militis than he puts a pitch plaster on his buck, sneaks
by ztealth UF W the Board of Exemplions, and gets o
certificato of exemption for weakness of the spine. So
Mr. Fira-eater ‘ does uot baar arms,’”” and, although he
haa been writing political tracts all his life, or in Eome
way firing the Bouthern heart, or preaching orally dame
nation to the Yankees, he upecg, shonld they get to
Richmond, 10 saye his money, stocks and plats because
‘*he hag not committed himsell in auy way that the
enemy can féach him, '

Shame, unutterable shams, for such & pleal The truly
brave and patriotic man, who, by his misforiune, has
been preveuted from serving in the fleld for hia coun-
try’s cause, woull disdain o make thiz a plea for
his safety. Ho will be glad for the trinlof his man-
hood—he will rejoice Lo answer 1w the cuemy who con
fronts him , that though his bands haye not borne arms,
his goul ius—and he will be proud thus to relieve him-
#ell of the disgrace of not being found in the field by ex-
plaining that bis absonce (rom It was n mizfortune, un-
welcome (o a brave spirit, und not a coward's refuge.

News from Norfolk and Portsmouth.
[From the Norfolk Day Book, May 1%2.]

The destruction of the Gesport Navy Yard, together
with the vessels lying thers, was, on t‘- approach of the
federal troope, begun aboul ten o'clock in the morning.
Fire was firsl applied to the Plymouth, and in & short
time therealter overy vessel was in flames. The dry
dook was also Ih!ll‘cgld, as well as all tho buildings in-
gide the yard, with the exception of some two or three
near the wall, which were oot fired through the fear
that the Hmmes might be communicated to Gosport
Aboul four o'clock a quantity of cotton left behind was
burued near the rullroad depot, and some two hundred
and Gty boxes of tobacco thrown overboard. The
steamers Sciden, Kalukee, Harmony and others were
fired aud completely destroyed during the afternoon.

A flag of fruce from the Coufederate troope, in charge
of Colouel Presion, of General Hoger’s siafl, reached
Portsmouth yesterday alterncon ahout six o'clock , snd
procecded 10 the Navy Yard. We were not able to learn
with certainty the ebiect of thi# flag, but presume its
miszion wus o make some arravgementsfor the removal
of the sick Southern troops at the naval bospital,

[From the Norfolk Day Book, May 16.]

The inflated price of provisions which has marked tha
recent stata of trade i about to collapse. This is owing
L0 LWo causes—one |s that very many (wmilies have laid
in large supplies, their pavtries presenting the appear-
auve of very regpectable grovery stores, theraby lessen-
ing the mumber of purchas-ers; and the other is, that our
monumental neighbors have begun the exportation of
guods from Baltimore.

Colone! Powell T. Wyman, commanding United States
forces un the Portsmouth side of the river, hus issued an
order, ib answer 1o inquiries, stating that persons going
about the city, gquietly sttending to their business o
Elmnru. will nol be interiered with by the guard at any

our of the night.

MOVEMENTS OF SECRETARIES SEWARD AND WELLES

Our Naval Correspondence.

Usrrien STaves Steamrr Steerisg Stoxes, May 14, 1502,
Avrrival of the Steamer Baltimore—Ie oo ctont Possen.

pers—Generol MeOlelian o Guest on Board the Hoa'—

Narmi Movements, v

The steamer Baltimore, Acting Master Germain, which
loft the Wushington Navy Yard at five o'clock yesterday
afternoon, has just arrived, making a few stoppages on
her way hither. Considering the pussepgers she brings,
it woulll appear that the energy exhibited by Presideat
Lincoln, i bix landing at Willoughby Point and the cap-
ture of Norfolk. hae become contagiouk, and that the
venerable Chiel of the Navy Department (& not disposed
to take things g0 essily as some people are digpoced (o
give him credit for,

The Baltimore brings the following passengers —

Hon Gideon Welles, Secretary ol the Navy: Hon, Wil-
linm H. Sewnrd, Secrotary of State; Frederick W, 2ew-
ard, Faq., Assistant Seoratary of State; Commander Duhi-
greo, U ! the Washing Navy Yard. his
#on wnd danghter; Attorney Geoeral Bates; Mr. Faxiono,
Chief Clerk of the Navy Department, and son; Dr, Whea
lem, Chief of the Bureau of Medicine aund Surgery, his
lady and son; Mrs, Commodore Goldsboreigh, son and
brother, and Miss Goldsborough.

General MeCletlan is now & guest on hoard. At his
request €ommander Smith, Fiag Ofoer of the York
River squadron, on bosrd the Wachusett, and Lieut

THE REPULSE ON THE JAMES RIVER.

The Vessels Engaged with the Rebel Batteries
and Lists of the Officers Attached to Bach,

Bketch of James River and James-
town Island,
&e.,

&e., &e.

The despatch that was received at the War Department
on Saturday last from Willlamsburg, Va., gives us the
intelligence that the gunboats Galena, Monitor, Aroos”
took , Naugstuck and Port Roysl were ropulsed from For
Derling, seven miles below Richmond,on the previous
day, and that a portion of them had returned to Jumes-
town Island, in James river,

Lieutenant Morrls, commanding the Port Royal,
brought dewn with him & number of thoge who were
killed and wounded during the engagoment,and seven-
eenof the former have been interrod on ibe banks of
the river. Thers were & number of the wounded still
on board when the despatch loft, including Lisutenant
Morria,

Tt appears that the ene hundred-pound gun of the Nan®
gatuck burst at the first dre,

ADDITIONAL PARTICULARS,

No officlal report of the gunboat affair on the James
river has besu received at the Navy Department. The
messages received on the subject indicate am opportunity
to do belter in the future. The river is now clear of ob-
structions to within sight miles of Richmond. At that
point thero is a heavy battery mounted on a high blud,
and the river is temporarily closed to navigation by
sunken vessels, among which are said to be the York-
town aod Jamestown, and by piles, chaing, &¢. The
Monitor could not elevate hor guns suffciently to reach
the high batiery, which rendered her ussloss. The
banks of the river were fllled with ritle
pits, from which an incessant fire was poured
upon the fleot, a part of which was engaged
al from 600 o 1,000 yards from the main battery. After
an sction of fonr hours the fleet, finding it impracticable
under the circnmstances to silence the battery on the
blufl, withdrew. Ouar loss was thirteen kilted and eleven
wounded. Among the latler Lieutenani Morris, in the
leg, by a Minje ball, but not seriously. It is expected
that full particulars will be recsived in the moruning.

Reception of the News in Washingtone—
Explanation of the Camnse of the Re-
pulse.

Wasimuxaron, May 18, 1862,

The repulse of our gunboats by the rebel fort on Jameg
river, just below Richmond, as stated in & meagre
despatch, produced much excitement here, until ex-
plained that for some time past the rebels have been
obstrueting the river at that point with sunken stone;
immediately under the gune of a strong fort upon a hlul'l'.
s0 high above the river that the guns of our vessels
cannot be alevated suough to reach it.

It 18 quite certain that an sttempl was made by our
guuboats to remove these obstroctions, under a fatal irg
from the fort, which was able to pour its shot with
accuracy down upon them, while they could not reply
with any effect. Thia fort can oaly be reached with
mortars; but il the obstructions could be dragged out op
the channol the gunboats might eksily pass the fort and
have the city of Richmond at their mercy.

The Naugatuck earried only a single gun—a rifled one
hundred-pounder Parrott, The bursting of this picee ag
the firgt fire renders her unserviceable until the ahat-
tered Parroit can be replaced by a more reliable piece of
uridnance,

Description of the Union Gunhboats.

The following 18 & complete description of the vossel®
engaged in the above action, with a st of the officers
attached 1o each:—

GALENA.

A description of the new iron.clad gunboat Gulena
baving already besn published in the Hexaun, we will
mgrely state hers that she was partly built at Mystic,
Conpocticut, and afterwards brought to the port of New
York to roceive her armament, armor and machinery.
After arriving here momo very important alterations in
the plan of the construction of her armor were mude, by
which hor strength and power of resistance were ren-
dered much greater than was at frst deemed practicable.
The object which it wus designed to secure in the con
struction of this vessel was deemed almost impossible of
necomplishment , and the project was, therefore, like the
building of the Monitor , ao experiment. To the well kaown
naval architect, Samuel H. Pook, of Boston, is due the
praise of putting into successful operation what reomed
whaolly inconsistent with itself—that a vessgel could be
built two hundred feet long, thirty-gix feet breadih of
beam aod one thousand tons burthen—ibe size and
deseription of & war vessel of the ordinary consiruction,
which would roquire the depth of about twelve fool of
water, and yol be strung anough to sustain a shot proop
vovering, have a draught of water of but Len or twolve feet
anid s and hinery which would give
ber n speed of about twelve knots per hour—in shorl.'
that she should be entirely seaworthy, as perfectly
mdapted Lo the purposes of cruising as wooden vessels
in common usa, and, in addition, be impenetrable. That
all theso desirable objects have been accomplished we
have bad ample proof from the tests already employed
on her, In her trial trip from the Continental Iron
Works, at Greenpeini, o the Navy Yard, Brooklyn, she

tal i

Commandiog Stevens have just been ordered by Secre-
tary Welles to thé James river, leaving Lisutenaut Com-
manding Murray in command of tho squadron.

This moment (six o'clock P. M.), Master Olmmdl.’
Franch, of the g , bas ived a desy
from Commodores Wyman, of the Potomac flotilia, order-
ing him to leave furthwith, umtn&hh departiure to
the Quartermaster of the Army of Potomaoc, and o
rejoin the Potemac flotilla, reporting te the Commodore
on board the Yankee, st the mouth of the Rappahanock.

Our Army Correspondemce.
Cosseniaxp, Va., May 14, 1862,
Arvival of Secretaries Sevard and Welles— White Houme
in Our Hands,

The steamer Baltimore, having on board Secretaries
Soward and Welles, arrived at two o'clock P. M. to-day—
Captain Dahigren sccompanying them. They were re.
ceived with the honors due them. Escorted by General
McClollan and & few members of his staff, they proceed.
od to the beadquarters. They will be the guesis of the
tionaral during their stay with the army. At six o'clock
their preseuce was made known (o the difleront brigadier
geunerals, who ealled out their regiments and passed them
in review. It was raining quite bard at the time, but
neither the objects of the avation Bor the mon paid ang
attention to this fact, They gave cheer after cheer, with
that heartivess goldiers only can give. Secretary Soward
was on borseback. By bis side rode General Mc(lellan,
Hecretary Waelles rode in a carringe.

General Stonemnan returned this aftersoon from a re.
connoissance with a portion of his cavalry regiment. He
took the lead a short distance of & division which left
bere thin morning. Having taken possession of the
HWhite House,'' the former residence of General Loe,
the rebel General, and turned the same over Lo our
General, he sent two detachments of his men in diverse
directions—ons Lo burn & bridge to interrupt the pro-
gress of the rebals, and the other to gel possession of
some additional karns, in whieh are gtored several thou.
sand bushels of graiv. They carried their point in each

cake,
Twenuly-aeven prisonors and desertors, them &
caplain aud three lioutenaote, were ulﬁ'ld‘my to our
lists ol those rebel rep ives. In apyp , they
are a eounterpart of thse eding them, and corrobe-
rate former recitals as 1o the *demoralization and future
movements of the rebe! urmy.

Our division starts at half-past six o'clock |n the morn-
ing. As iw generally the case on \be evening before
striking tents, ihe Mr are lively to-night ml‘l -

o S
ity 1o i

rations to comply with the order. The s
men are more jubliant as our

creason, their bealth s mv?mu-
| uumﬂll whwlmmmunm.
u?:u !nﬂq!;m. o

News from Temmessee.
Lovsmvitee, May 17, 1863,
Major Helveti was released by Morgan, at Sparta, Tea-
messes, on Thursday, and i sow at Nashville. Major H,
says Morgan had wixty men with him when he lert,

c.pltln;ww Mortally 'W ded

plished aboul six miles per hour under only a hall
head of steam, minded ber helm beautifully ,and her
machinery worked with the utmost satigfaction. Afier
recsiving ber outflh and & picked crew, she sailed from
the Navy Yard on the 23d of April, making a speed
of abous ten miles per hour. After arriving at Fortress
Moaroe her masts, rigglng and osher objects on her upper
deck were removed,so Lthat her smoke stack and pilot
house were the only objects which afforded a mark for
thie ensmy above her covered deck. The particulars of
her rocent engagements baving been already publizhed
in the HeraLD, it is unnecessary here to repeat them; it
is enough to know that in those engagements she has
given unqualified proof that she is an iron-clad vessel of
0o mean power of ,and i# destined to hold »
very promioent position in the history of the American
Navy.

H:fdﬂ}mf was Mr. Julina Patterson; constructors
Morars. Mazon, Fish k Co,, and the general superintend-
ance was conducted by Naval Constructor Pook.

Annaxed i & Uit of her officers:—

Commander—J Rodgnra.

wwmm | 1., H, Newman.

Acting Masters—B. W. loring, A. W. Emerson and 8, B.
Washburn.

Assiiant Surgeon—R. 8, Van (ireson.
Amstant .
Istants, A

Adting . H. Sellman.
n?in-n—l‘lm Asnistant uuuuimurg;.l.w, Thomp-
won, Jr.; Acting First Assistant, A. 6. Pemble; Acting
Socond As« . & Chapman and Frank A. Bresmon
Acting Third Assistants, Thomas Milholland and James
Dobba

‘Beainonin—Robert Dixco,

trunmer—J. D. Boovom.

Acting Master®s Mates—A. Moldram, A, MoCleary, E,
A. Gelando and J. 11, Jenks,

The Galena alee carrien & sergeant's guard of marines
and a crow of about 100 men.

MONITOR.

Although w fall description of the glorious little Moni
tor has been publiahed in the Hmmaip twice, we give &
few particulars copcerning ber, feeliog confident thsi
everybody s interested in hor mevements.

‘The trial trip, after the vesssl bad been finished, was
anxiously looked for, not only by the public, bui by
Captain Eriesson and Albau O, Stimers, Chief Engineer,
United States Navy, together with [sase Newton, First
Amsistant Engineer United Statem Navy. Under the care
and guperintendence of thess Lwo last gentlemen the ea-
Aire vessel and machinery were buiit,

On Thursday, tbe 20th of February, she loft the Navy
¥ard, Brooklyn, on ber Sirst triad trip; but hor stesring
apparatus not working sabisfactorily, she put back te
have ihe necessary alterationn made. These were ar-
ranged in & short time, and on tbe 34 instant she went on
& trial trip to test ber sieering qualities, having on hoard
& it poend of Co dore Gregory, Chiel
Engi Garvin aod Naval Constructor Hart, She loft

Puisaveirma, May 17, 1802,
Captain Dwyer, of Company K, Thirty eighth New
York regiment, of Ellsabethtown , Fsrex connty, is at the
Bi. Joswph's Hospital, morially wounded
J. B. CRAWFORD,
Surgeon Feunsyivania Volunieers,

the Navy Yard at balf-past ten o'clock in the morning,
and procesded down outside the Nurrows, whers her
guns ware fired aud the vessel manmuvred. The Com
misgion roported verbally to Commodore Fanlding tha
they eonsidercd the boat very successful,

Uoe man siescad ber with perfect oape and faciliy.

Fhe mude a completa revolution with the helm hard over
in & space of three times her own length, the timo re-
quired being four minutes and three-quarters. It had
besn feared by many naval officers that when the guns
were fired the conoussion within the turret would be too
great for the men to bear; but it was found that, on the
contrary, the concussion within was less than it was
without the turret, nor was it at all severe upon the ear
in wny part when a charge of ister, ighi

ascends to Richmond, which 8 about oue-third of that
distance from the gea. It is pavigable for vessels of one
hundred and shirty tons to the port of Richmond, from
which city the Kanawha and James river canal will
earry them for two hundred mileg further up the coun.
try. TheJames river flows through a fine and fertile
country, and has several towns upon its banks. From
Richmond to the sea the river ls tortuous and the bends
are ble of being easily fortified. At City Point there

g ona
hundred and thirty-five pounds, was fired with the full
charge of fifteen pounds of powder. Har speed Ly the
chilp-log was gix and & quarier knols an hour, with sixty-
five revolutions of the engines. The boilers, being new
and grewsy,foamed so that the engines could oot be
worked uprio their maximum speed,

The Commission expressed themselves agresably dis-
appointed at the performances of the veasel in every
respect, the coly difficulty being that the iron pllot
" house aflfected the compass, & matter which was after”
wards easily adjusted.

Ehe is a long, wide, fiat-bottomed vessel, with vertical
#hles und pointed ends, requiring but & very shallow
depth of water to float in, though heavily laden with
impregnable armor on her sides and a bomb-proof deck,
on which ig placed a shot-prool revolving turret, which
contains iwo heavy guns. B8be is so low in the water as
to afford no target for an enemy, and everything and
everybody is below the water line, with the exception

those persons who are required to work ihe
in the turret. The following is & corroct list of her
dimensions :—
Feet,

Langth of upper voesel.. .ssssssssesssssss. 173

Inches.

Beam of upper vessel..,. iyaene « 41
Depth of upper vessel.. Wk ias
Langth O VEEER e s veniieriaarsse. . 128

Beam of lower vessel at junction with upper.. H

LIl al 1]l al

Beam at hoblom., ,.....ocvmesinnsscsinnsns 18
Depth of lower vessel....... [
Diamater of turret, Interior. . 20
Height of turret..........co0ennseesssccass 9
Diameter of pilot house.
Height above deck......

The pilot house is only a few feot above the deck,the
helmsman standing on a platform below it. This, with
x:.urm, are the only things above the surface of the

The keel of the Monitor was 1aid on the 25th of October,
1861, and steam first applied on the 31st of December
the same year. Sle was launched on the 30th of last
January.

The exploits of this glorious little craft are so fresh in
the minde of the public that it is unnecessary to go nto
details about them. Buffice it to say that on the ninth of
last March she very opportunely arrived off Fortresa
Monroe, engnged the Merrimac, and in a couple of hours
farced that supposed imp bl to retire,
dizsnbled £o badly as to render her almost nsaless after-
wards, The following is a correct lisk of her oflicors;—

o e

Lieut ! effors.
Lieutenant and Executive 77—, D). Groen,
Acting Masters—L. M, Stodder, J. W. Webber,
Acting Asvistant Paymaster—Wm. F. Keeler.
Acting Assistant Surgeon—1D), C. Logue.
Eng First Assi , Jenno Newton; Second As-
sistant, Albert 8. Campbell; Third Assistants, R. W.
Sands, M. T. Hunstron,

Acting Master's Mate—George Frederickson,

NAUGATUCK,

This little steam battery was built by Mr. Stevens aa
o partial illostration of some of the principles of hig
famous battery, and presented to the United Etates go*
vernment by him. She carries one 100-pounder rifled
gun amidshipe, and two small bowitzers. Many doabts
were expressed as to the eficiency of this bost; but the
following statemeut of her performances during her
recent engugement, with the Merrimac, firing with &
range of about four miles, sets nside all doubts as toher
efficiency as a powerful engine of war:—

are fifty feet of water in the chanuel,and at Jordan'®
Point, a short distance farther down the river, there are
forty feet. Oun this point, previous to the rebellion
there was ereeted a lighthouse,as the land juts out
rather dangerously to those quainted with the chan-
nel.  For the next twenty miles tho depth ef the channel
varfes greatly, as follows, the first goundings opposite
Harrinon's Point  Dbeing eighteen feet, the mext
twenty feet, next forty feet, and opposite Charles
City Court House forty-two feet. Here the
river bends abruptly, and a few miles fur-
ther on the chaunel has bus thirty foet of water:
Afler passing the next bend, which is very sharp, the
channel deopons to thirty-five feet, which is the case
opposite Fort l'owhatan., In less than five milea the
soundings are recorded as followe:—25, 30, 40, 109, ke,
A few milos further on the depth ia but twenty feet.
Here the river wid ably, forming almost &
lake for over ten miles, with an average depih of about
eighteen feet, ending im the island noticed in the
despatch above meutioned. Jumestown Island is & small
plece of Isnd ofabout three miles in length, and abouy
one and & half miles at the widest part, narrowing off
at cach end. At tho upper end of the island there are forty
feet of water in the principal of the two channels, and a
the south of the island is Cobbam Bay, withan average
depih of about eighteen feet. Tho river atill continues on
&t wvarious depths, interspersed with sand baoks and
islands, unti} it reaches the sea by way of Newpori's
Nows, &o.

IMPORTANT FROM THE PENINSULA.

Gen. McClellan Within Fifteen
Miles of Richmond.

Suecessful Military and Naval Expedi-
tion Up the Pamunkey River.

The Rebels Compelled to Destroy Two Steamers
and Twenty Other Vessels.

THE ADVANCE OF THE UNION FORCES,
“-. hol hn

Warre Hovse, Va., May 18, 1862,

The advance guard of our forces on the main road to
Richmond, by way of Bottom's Bridge, drovejthe enemy
across the Chickahominy river at thai point yesterday
morning. When our troops arrived within half a mile of
thebridge, which is burned, they were opened upon by &
brisk fire of artillery from the opposite side of the river.
No one was injured. This bridge is fifteen miles from
Richmond. At this point our troops will experience
iderablo diiculty In crossing, as the country is

The N tuck then fired at the rebel gunb York-
town and Jamestown , which were lrlusiﬁnnd the Mer.
rimac. The pracfios was excellent, snd her gun showed
an extraordinary length of range. 'i‘urnlng her attention
from the Merrimne her shots wero directed st the rebal

gunboats

otyect aimed at. The rebel nlowly
the firing soon ceased. The practice and powers of the
Nuugutuck's riffed gun excited t admiration, and if
brought into play would probably have preveoted the
rebeis from capturing any prizes,

In her late engagement off Fort Darling it is =aid her
one hundred-pounder Parrott gun exploded.

As we have alroady given a full description of her in
this paper, we morely annex a list of her oflicers:—

Lient & 1 Rab

First Officer—Liautenant J. Wall Wilson,

Second Offieer—E. L., Morton,

Enginecrs—rirst, Thomas Lingle; Becond, Joseph White,

PORT ROYAL.

The Unitod Statos steam gunboat Port Royal is of the
same clags &s the Octorarn. She was built at Stack's
Yard, Greenpoint, and received her machinery from the
Noveity Works, East river.  After completing her outfit
at the Navy Yard, Hrooklyn, she went on a twelve houra’
wrial trip, making nine boots per hour under only a half
head ¢f steam, auswering hor helm  beautifully, and re.
turned to the yard on the J0th of April.  Sho carricssight
guns, has an inclined engine of great power, with
builers twenty feet long, ten (ect wide and nine and n
half feot high. Her length 18 two hundred and eight
fect, breadih of beam thirty-five feet, thirteen fost
depih of hold, and draws enly seven feet. Sho is a side-
wheel gtoamer, having & rudder at either end. Omthe
morning of the 5th of May she sailed from this pors for

Fortress Monroe, and was engaged with the Merrimac on !
the day that that vessel seized thres Uniled Sintes

low and swampy.

A reconmoissance was made yesterday by one of the
gunboats with two companies of Infantry under Major
Willard , and one section of Ayres' battery up the Pam-
unkey river,n distanee of twenty-five miles from bero
At a point known as Russell’s Landing they found the
steamer Logun, one propeller and fifteen schooners in
flamee. They were laden mogtly with corn, which was
being unloaded. Some contrabands on shore stated tha'
when tho rebels heard our gunboals coming they com.
manced putting the corn on board again, 8o as to cosure
Its destruction, A few shells soon dispersed the remain-
ing rebels in that locality, when the gunboats returued
to the White House.

‘The roads for the past three days have been next o im,
pasgable, owing to the recent ralus. A division train was
thirty-six hours making (ts way fivemiles with teams
doubled, togethier with the nssistance furnished by a large
number of troops. The advance of the army from this
point must necessarily be slow. From bere it loscs the
banefit of river transportation, requiring all the gupply
traing at the disposal of the Quartermastor’s Department
to furnish so vast & body of men with subsistence. The
bridge botween hero and the encmy has been destroyed
and every imagiuable obstruction placed in the way of
our advance.

The Ricimond Dixpateh, of the 12th, has a lengthy ar-
ticle on ¥he evacuation of Norfolk and Yorktown, and the
conduct of the war generally. It says by abandoning

detached posts which are within reach of the enemy’'s
l tleet, and which it is therefore impossible to defend, we
are enabled to concentrate powerful forces upon essen-
tial points, and to balle the enemy in every attack of vi-
tal

schooners off Newport's News. Both der and
crew of this vessel have seen wervice on the Cambor-
land, in the engagement betweon that vessel and the
Merrimac—one of the most glorious struggles of the
war. Lieutenant Morris was born in Massachusetts, in
the year 1526, and was appointed to the navy
in 1846, He received Dhis present commis-
sion on the 161h of September, 1861. To the begloning
of 1801 Lis sea service under his previous commission
wils nearly four years, and his total sea seryics over ten
years. He was three yoars doing shore daiy,and un,
smployed for fiflesn mouths, Previous to his sppoint-
meat (o the command of the Cumberiand, on the North
Atlantic wquadron, he had been oo leave of absence. He
was also for some time on Lhe sloop-of-war Cyane, on the
Pacillc squadron. The hervism which he displayed when
the Cumberland was sinking, and ber decks covered with
the dead and the dying, will never be forgotien. ‘‘Men,"”
said be, when the ship was sinking, *'shall we give ber
another broadside?” '"Aye, aye, sir,”" was the response
of the gallant crew; and with the last surge of the noble
ship,the water rushing through her portholes, her guns
thundered forth & Gual volley at the Merrimac,

Lisutenant Morrig, in the Iate action seven miles be-
low Richmond, is reporied amoug the wounded, Tho
following is & list of her officers:—

Licutrnant Commanding-— (corge U, Morrie,

Liewtenant—Henry D. Ford.

Master—M. 2. Buuyvesant.

Am l’am-o—hl.&.r Van Elyek and L. D, D. Voorhess,

Asvistant J‘amdla'—.l%hs 8, Bates, Jr.,

Captain’s Clerk—W . H. Knois.

A Masters’ Mates—John H. Marpel, James Hunter,

. Wood and W. F. Reynolds.
it Sy 1 A {Asting Ch Ww. O,
Selden ; Becond Assistant, George W. Sengoer; Third As-
sistants, K. M. Broese, Osoar , Lewis and F. B. Allyn,
AROOSTOOK,

This steam gunboat was built in Philadelphis. She g
of the same cines as the United States gunbost Onelda,
built at the Navy Yard, Brooklyn, and 8 considered one
of the best men-of -war of her class. Bhe has not been
engaged in any particular struggle, until that in which i1t
{# roported she was repuleed from Fors Darling, seven
miles below Richmond.

Sketoh of James River.

Jamen river is the lurgest of the rivers which have
their course whoily within the state of Virginia, and is
formed by Lhe union of the Jackson wnd Cowpasiure
rivers, which unite at about fifteen miles below Coving:
ton, on the border between Alleghany and Botetourt
counties. The river, flowing first southeast, through th®
mountains of Central Virginia, is joined by the Calfpan
gire river from the left, st tho base of the Blue Ridge
Mountalns, through which it forces & passage about fir-
toen miles northeast of the Peaks of Otler. It thon fows
southeast and passes by Lyschburg, after which it
Chauges iia evurso to the northenst. Bul st the presens
time the most interesting portion of the river is alter |
pas reachied and pasved Richmond. Near that eity the
channol ir divided by numerous wiande, and the river
descends over rocky rapide, aboul mix miles 6 extent.
There passed, the river gradually expands and despons
uptil it forms iteeif into an estoary several miles In
witdih, and flowe into the southern extremity of Chesa,
peake Bay. between Willoughby Peint snd Ol
Point Comfert. The whole length of the rive,
in about four homdred avd Afiv miles. and the ()dg

The same paper makes mention of a terrible panic in
Richmond on Friday on the spproach of eur gunboats,

This being Sunday the Army of the Potomac has ceased
its Iabors, the troops remaining in camp, enjoying s day
of rest.

Oflicial Despatch from General McClellan,

Huapquartans Anuy Porosao,
Wi Hovse, May 17—10:30 P, M,

Hon. E. M. Srawron, Secretary of War:—
A combined naval and army expedition under Captain
Murray, United Btates Navy, with troops and artillery
under Major Williard and Captain Ayres, of the army,
! went some (weuly-fve miles up the Pamunkey river to-
day, and forced the rebels to destroy two steamers and
. some twenty schooners. The expedition was admirably
managed, and all concerned deserve groat credit.
| Wo have advanced cousiderably to-day. The roads
are now improving.
GFO. B. MoCLELLAN, Major Gensral,

Our Naval Correspondence.
Usmiren Srates Steaugr STarring Stowes,

Cummmiany, PAnuNuxy River, Va., May 14, 1862,

The Stapping Stomes Fully Employed—The Pamunkey
River—The Enterprise of Adamy® Erprem, dic,

Wehave just arrived here, after uearly s woeek’'s so-
journ In the neighborhood of West Point.  On parting
from us, Commodore W yman's last injunction to Captain
French was, when he (Captain French) could find no-
thing to do In the vicinlty of York river, to return to the
Potomnc flotilla. But the Stepping Stones hias bean kept
not only with something, but with everyiling to do,
with & vengeance. Night snd day she has been em-
ployed remov ing from place to place, and landing batte-
ries, horses, hay , ammutfition, men, (orage, commissary
slores, horses, quartermaster's stores, and the devil
knows all what, Judge then what chance we have to re-
turn to the Motomse and identifly ourselves with our own
distinguisiing pennant, which is still fiying.

Yeosterday morning we left the anctiorage off Brick
House Point, opposite West Point, and ran four or five
milea up the Pamunkey to another landing, where the
yreat body of the troops are encatuped. We were
immedintely sont down to Yorktews, whance we started
with o hay schooner ju Low and & number of barrels op
beef on our deck, for the subsistence of troops at this
place. Returning up the river, wo enst anchor afew
miles below West Point for the sight, and remained
there for the morning, as it would have been imprudent
to continue furtber up, in consequenes of the shoal
water, in tho absence of a pilot who understood the
soundings of the river.

Enrly this morning we weighed and stood upwards,
goon eniering Vhe Pamuakey. Thi= river, until a little
distance below where we lay,is nol so narrow as js
gonerally represented.  Steambonts of he greatest
tength can and do turn with the utmost case. The stream
I« very serpemiine in it course, and

alternate low and undulsting land, Nearly the who

walto Cumberland you have s low Iying piece of land,
whith may be designated an oxtensive savannah or &
mininture prairie—now on this side, now on that, and
anon ot bothesthe irreguiarity arising from Lhe fact that
thie savannub or prairie does got exaotly follow the wind
Ing conrse of the river.

Our comrme upwards was slow _from (he fact that on
one glde we towed A barge contalntog ne end of good
thinge belonging 1o certain sutiers, while at one end of
thie game veser] Adams' Fxoress Company bad o tent

erected, underneath which was & complete office, con-
taining all the appliances for the tranmission of anything,
from & berd of elephanis tos nif box; and some
people on board Lhe Stepping 8 1y iled
themselves of the opportunity of sending monvy to their
familics by the express while on the water, Ifany one
had told the old geuileman who gave his name Lo the
firm, and life to us all, that one, or any number of his
deecendants and name would ever have been able to per-
form such a feat, how he would have stared.

About seyen or eight miles below Cumberland, on the
right hank of the Pamunkey, we saw on 8 gentle accli-
vity the frame of a rebel gunboat that had been so far
burned ou the stucks as to be beyond all remedy. There
are no workshops nor the remaing of any near by, and it
must have been, under any cir , B0 eX] ive
and diffigult matter to so fur finish any vessel at that
8pot a8 to warrant its launching, 'The sole advantage
seamed to be & good supply of timber, with this draw-
back, however, that It |8 very green, an indeed must
have been the peopls who eould huve supposed that a
boat bullt there, under such circumstances, rould have
been inany way iostr tal to the of the
robalg,

We bave long since left our encampmants, and even
our pickets arefow and far belween. At a turning of
the river a gunboat s seon, and oecasionally
we fall in with a comfortable looking farmhouse,
with apple, peach, pear and cherry trees im
full bloom. At ome point @ desp culling near
the bauk of the river reveals the railroad between Rich-
maond and West Point, and a glimpso g caught of the
telegraph wires. Tho gunboatl passed. After a few turn-
ings and windings the savanuah disappears,the river
contracts, foliage of deciduous trees become more fre-
quent than the =ombre green of pines; s sharp turning at
right angles, and hers we are, b ht up amongst o
crowd steamers, schooners and veesals, ol a
spot where the rebels could comfortsbly cut all our
throats hut for the admirable strategy of Genernl Me-
Clellan, but where, as matiers tand, thoy geem Lo be
encircled with a wall of fire, with only the resource of
the “‘jast ditch' at Bottom's hridp to die o,

Our Army Correspondence.

Wesr oy, Yorg River, May 12, 1862.
On the Road to Cumbertamnd—More Deserters—Tle Rebels®

Only Hope—=Supplies—Camp Rumors, .
At length tho order to strike tents has been given,
W leave hore at five o'clock o the morning. Ouar des”
tination is said to be Cumberland, The object of our
advance is understood as intended to give our divigion
its pogition again on the right. In the belief that such
is the cage, the regiments are joyous encugh. As the
order was promulgated cheors went up from overy
regiment, showing an eagerncss to meet the foe that
augurs splendid action in the field. kwery camp to-
night presants a busy spectacle preparing ralions and
gelting everything In readiness for the morrow’s work.
The bands are playiog enlivening airs ; the moon looks
down from the seremest of skios, shedding a flood of
snvery Nght upon the animated scene, It is such nightss
such mugic, such orders for advance, thal give eamp
life a poetry and electric activity and cothusjasm whose
mag netic effect stirs and thrills every one.
More deserters have come into-day, and despite the
mendacious statements of the rabel leaders about our
cuttiog up, throwing in boillng water, hanging, quarter_
ing, and doing every other sort of imaginable viclence
to rebels eaptured or coming within our lines, they wily
continue L come in as long a8 our army is anywhere
near . 'Though seeing several | could elicit nothing
additional to the stories of prior deseriors. They unite
in according intenee disgust to the rank and fie of the
snemy to the further prusecution of tho war, and assert
it a8 their opinion that the game of the rebellion is
about pluz:d out. As far as they understand, the only
hope of the epemy now is to induce our troops Lo pursue
them into the missmatic regions of the Southern States.
The difficulty of providing army stores and loss of our
men through unbealthifulness of the climate they believe
will compel our return, after which they will make these
States the battle field and gain time to fortily.

Two individuals, one in soldier's costume and the
other got up with sufficient length of whiskers and
slaboration of hat brim to be taken for a Trilune reporter,
were found this afternoon hid in the woods near here.
Both were armed, but they did not venture 1o use their
weapons agaiusl our bold soldier boys, They pretendod
that they were looking for our camp. With the corps of
deserters who have come in since our arrival, they were
prdered to Fortress Monroe.

A central ohject of interest for s day or two past has
been & schooner In the stream loaded with sutler’s stores.
It has becn a godsend w oflicers and men; foreverything
concelvable ol preservation in hormetically seaied caum
and 4ilto botties wns on board , and, what a8 moro, sold@

at excerdingly reasonable rates. Another redeemable
feature is that no liquor was sold, excopt on prosentation
of & special order from the commander of division,

A guod deal of the shipping bave moved up to day to
Eltham, two miles above us, on the Pamunkey river.
The army poat office was removed there Lo-day,as alse
a branch ofice of Adams & Co.’s Express Compuny,

As T close my letter a rumor I8 circulating o eamp
that & detachiment of General Stoneman’s eavalry to day
advanced (o Bottom’s Hridge, which I8 eleven mil=s
from Richmond, suod that they saw no trace of the
enemy, except indications of a econtinuation of their
precipitate stampede towards the seat of the cou-
federacy. If tnhis bo trus the expected battle at Bot-
tom’'s Hridgoe will of course fall through.

NEWS I"II!I;I GENERAL BANKS' CORPS.

The Skirmish with Rebels at Lynden, Va.
Reouwrows, Va,, May 17, 1502,

A detaghment of seventeen men of Compuny O, Twentys
eighth Penneylvania regiment, who reached Lynden,
Va.,on the 1oth, a short time in advance of rentores”
ments to that place, was attacked by a body of about
Tour hundred and fifty cavalry, who dushod upou them
rom four directions. The men resisted them with sharp
firing, under shelter of a depot, which bears severe
marks of the contest. They ware overpowered and losb
9o killed and fourteen taken prisgners. Tho balanse of
the company came up, charged the cavalry and com”
pelled them to beat a hasty retreat, with some loss.

Killed—Corporal Sneath.

Captured—Corporal E. Baker; privates W. Glazier, J.
Balkold, T. White, G. Bauersacks, J. W. Frink, W.Cave;
G. Snyder, A. Miles, 8. Rinard, C, Maxwell L " Company
M, and three privates of the First Michigan covalry,coms
panies H and 1.

NEWS FROM THE MOUNTAIN DEPARTMENT.

General Cox’s Advance at Primceton At=
tacked and Driven Out by the Hebels
Under Humphrey Marshall=The Towm
Recaptured by the Uniom Forces and
the Rebels Defented, dic.

Hrango. M T,
Fraxxuw, Va., via Baltimore, May 17, 1862, ]'
Despatches recoived this aftornoon and evening, nof
official, but considersd trustworthy at hoadquarterss
an that Princeton, the capital of Mercer county,

Va., where General Cox's advance was stationed , was at.

tacked and captured yesterday by a rebel force unde

Humphrey Marshall. This morning the place was recap-

tared and the rebels defeated by General Cox. No par-

ticulars received. Scouts report thas the enemy in frond
of us has been reinforced,

THE OCCUPATION OF PENSACOLA.

Destruction of the Navy Yard and Ree

jmoval of all Movable Property. (
Bwromn Cominrn, May 18, 1862,
and Reg tains the follow«

The Mebile Adverti
Ing apecial despatbh —

Prxsacors, May 10, 1862,
At twelve 0'clock last night the Peoeacela Navy Yardl
and forts ware sel on fire and destroyed. When the ene=
my discovered whal was going on, Fort Pickens opened &
furious bombardment and kept it up during the confa<
gration, but without doing any damage to any one ak
Pensacols. All the publia property, except the
Houwe, Incapable of being burned, was moved; but
the movahle Confoderate Jproperty has boen saved, The
railroad track leading out of the city lowards Montgome-
ry waa torn up this morning.
Federal veasels, with a flag of troce, came up to the
clty to-dny, demanding the surrender. Mayor Holibe re-
fused to with the demand , and said that all the
military had left and be bad 1o powor Lo opposes
The federal officer replied that they would cccapy the
eity to-morrow, but that the inbabitagts need nos bey
alarmed,

No News from Fortress Monroe
Raureons, May 18, 1800,

The Old Poink boal has arrived. No news,

Death of Captain Wright, '
PmiLavELPHLL, MaYy 18, 1802, -
Captain Wright, of Rush's eavalry, som of
P. Wright, died this morning at Germantown, of
faver.

Fire in Leominster, Massachusetts.
Bosron, Muy 18, 1803,
A fire st Leominster, on Saturday morning,
the pisnoforis manufuctory of J. H. Lockey, the eom
factory of Joselyn &k Adams, the mschine shop
Thurswon k Righardson, and two otber bolldines.
30,000, Parbly lnsured.




